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‘Mighty oaks from
little acorns grow’

The fascinating history of how Magpas Air Ambulance
grew from an ambitious idea into the 24/7 specialist
service it is today, that saves hundreds of lives every year.

‘ Providing around the
clock care, there’s always

a doctor-paramedic team

on shift to respond to

In 1971, two local GPs, Dr Neville
Silverston MBE and Dr Derek
Cracknell MBE, could see people
needlessly dying in road traffic
collisions and vowed to do
something about it.

Neville Silverston, explains
“When | set up Magpas 50 years
ago, it was at a time when the UK
death rate - as a result of road
accidents - was over 8,000 people
a year, when the ambulance
service was not run by the NHS
and there was no such thing as

an ARE consultant. The Magpas Air Ambulance team as they are today

“| recruited 120 GPs in Cambridgeshire to attend
every accident in every location, 24 hours a day.
With the support of the population we served,
we raised the funds to equip every doctor with
medical and radio equipment - but the service
we provided was basic in comparison to what
this organisation has become today.

“Magpas Air Ambulance is now a leading

air ambulance charity, staffed by specialist
doctors and critical care paramedics and has
saved tens of thousands of lives."

What started out as voluntary GPs responding
to pagers and attending road traffic collisions

in their own cars, is now the most advanced
doctors and critical care paramedics - who train
for years and travel across the country, and

the world, to work with the charity - providing
specialist pre-hospital emergency medical care
to patients across the East of England and
beyond. Responding via a state-of-the-art air
ambulance or one of the charity’s rapid response
vehicles, the medical team now provide
treatments and surgical procedures wherever
their patients' life-threatening incidents occurs
and attend a huge breadth of medical
emergencies. From cardiac arrests and
accidental injuries, to assaults and road traffic
collisions and so many more.

Providing around the clock care, there's always
a doctor-paramedic team on shift to respond

to 999 calls. As well as a flight crew made up

of a pilot and technical crew member to fly the
Magpas Air Ambulance across the region and
airlift patients to appropriate hospitals, as our
clinicians continue to provide vital care in the air.

50 years on from Derek and Neville's brainchild,
Magpas Air Ambulance has treated over 70,000
patients; saving lives and keeping families
together for generations.

Cutting edge hospital-level equipment now
carried on the helicopter

Then and
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£100 £3,500

in 1971 in 1996

Costs £38,388 today
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1972 -

patients
treated

1992 -

2022 - over
® patientstreated

Mission
Costs 2022
1986 £22 £3,000*

In 1996 Magpas
doctors covered around

3,000 square miles
attending incidents.

In2021 Magpas Air Ambulance
covered an area of 7,200 square miles.

*This is an average based on all missions over the last 5 years 9
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Magpas Air Ambulance
through the years
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¢ The charity enters a
new partnership with

The Diplomain Cambridgeshire
Immediate Medical Constabulary to use

Care was established the police helicopter
with the help of a to respond to
Magpas doctor. To date, emergencies.

all Magpas doctors and

critical care paramedics
must pass this

The charity continued
providing around the clock
emergency medical care
throughout the COVID-19
pandemic, and was one of
only three air ambulances
nationally to help the NHS
transfer critically ill
COVID-19 patients by air.

Became a founding
member of BASICS.
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£25,000 raised in Diploma.
order to fully supply .
the doctors with Magpas Air
equipment. This Ambulance became
allowed them to the first service
respond to in the region to
emergency calls from e pr%wdg
their GP surgeries _ anighttime
and the control room helicopter emergency
was run by retired Z medical service,
nurse, Jean Drake, Z running until 2am.
from the corner of -z
her living room. /‘
The Mid Anglia General /////
Practitioner Accident
Service (MAGPAS, now
known as Magpas Air
Ambulance) is registered W
as a charity and \\\\\\
fundraising begins. ‘ ’ \\\\\\
S A\\ The team

The charity develops a
network of Community
First Responder Schemes
across Cambridgeshire

Magpas Air Ambulance
became the first air
ambulance charity in the
East of England to provide

becomes a doctor
and critical care

paramedic team,
the same model

Magpas Air and Bedfordshire, pre-hospital emergency
Ambulance use establishing 42 groups medical care 24/7.
today. with over 400 volunteers.

The community first
responder scheme, now

part of the ambulance N
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service, is still active today. \\\\\
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Dr. Cracknell MBE and
Dr. Silverston MBE propose
an accident service manned

by volunteer GPs, as they

Magpas Air Ambulance medical team move
into a room within the Police Air Operations
Unit at RAF Wyton to enable quicker

Magpas Air Ambulance
is the first air ambulance

saw people dying in road deployment. This will become the Magpas in the UK to be registered
traffic collisions who could operations base until 2023, when the under the Care Quality
be saved. charity’s new base is built. Commission.

Magpas Air Ambulance launches a new
Bedfordshire specific service by road. Based in
Luton and responding by rapid response vehicle,
the doctor and paramedic team provide
emergency medical care to an area identified
as having an increased need for level 3 provision
at certain times of the day and night.

Magpas Air Ambulance
have treated over 70,000 patients over
the last 50 years and look to the next
50 years of saving lives with 3 rapid
response vehicles, a state-of-the-art
helicopter and a 50 strong clinical team.

///IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII»

1
IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

i
iy,
T

The helicopter is
upgraded to the state
of the art AW169, the
G-MGPS, allowing the

charity to fly further,
faster, and provide
an even greater
service.

Magpas Air Ambulance’s
50th anniversary - The
‘Future 50’ appeal to fund a
new air base is launched with
HRH The Princess Royal to
secure the next 50 years of
saving lives.

The charity became the first
accredited pre-hospital
emergency medicine training
scheme nationally and
remains the biggest training
provider in the UK.

—

Magpas Air Ambulance
successfully fundraise
to begin flying with our own
helicopter, the G-HMDX, a
MD902. This is still used
as a relief helicopter today.

Dr Nick Foster

"Magpas afforded me an
excellent and thoroughly
supportive introduction into
pre-hospital care and remains
without a doubt the best period
of training in my career. It's an
honour to have been the first
trainee to specialise in PHEM
and be part of such a milestone

in Magpas' history."

Pre-Hospital Emergency Medicine becomes
a recognised sub-specialty of emergency medicine
by the General Medical Council, thanks to the work of
Magpas Air Ambulance clinicians. The first ever
trainee to specialise in this area, Dr Nick Foster, begins
training with Magpas Air Ambulance.
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70,000 patients treated in 50 years

Meet just a few of the lives that have been changed
thanks to Magpas Air Ambulance.

Guy McCallan
Gas canister explosion, 2016

Gifts in Wills
save lives and
give patients
a future

Did you know it was a gift in a Will that
enabled the charity to buy some of the
essential equipment needed to establish
the pioneering service - and ultimately
grow into the organisation it is today?

Helen McMenamin-Smith
Road traffic collision, 2013

(e,

“Every day | wake up and | am so
grateful to be alive.”

When Guy was caught in a gas cannister
explosion after one ended up in a fire, the
impact threw him off his feet and left him with
severe burns to his face, head, arms and hands.

Helen suffered life-threatening
injuries when a motorbike
collided with her car, landing on
the roof and causing it to collapse
onto Helen's head as the car
flipped. Magpas Air Ambulance
Keith Moore flew to her and treated her severe
Cyclist vs motorcycle, 1994 injuries on scene to minimise the
long-term impact, before flying
On a dark December evening, her to hospital where she made
cyclist Keith suffered life- a miraculous recovery.
changing injuries following a , Josh Bright
collision with a motorcyclist. - = 5 Pedestrian vs car, 2014
Magpas doctors, including o
founder Dr Neville Silverston

Katie, Guy's wife, said “The Magpas Air
Ambulance team were first to get to us and
there’s no doubt they made a massive
difference for my husband. We still feel the
same level of gratitude today as we did at the
time. The air ambulance flies over us frequently
and each time it does we wish the next patient
the same good outcome Guy had.”

MBE, treated Keith (who had been
thrown over 30 metres from the
collision site) with lifesaving care
on the roadside.

Keith explains: ‘| will forever be
in debt to the Magpas doctors
that treated me. Without them,

| wouldn't be here 27 years later
and still cycling! It's great to know
that Magpas Air Ambulance are
still providing this lifesaving
service so many years on.”

When Josh was just 10 years old,
he was crushed between two
cars and left fighting for his life.
The Magpas medical team
sedated Josh at the scene and
provided him with enhanced
medical care, saving his life and
his legs.

Josh'’s dad, Nick: “Our whole
world was suddenly turned
upside down. Josh's blood was
all over the road. I've never been
so scared. In a moment like that,
you hope and pray for a miracle...

James Jimmy’ Watson
Cardiac arrest at work, 2020
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In the past 5 years gifts in Wills have raised over
£1million and are vital to the development and
continued operation of the charity. In that crucial
moment of need, a legacy left to Magpas Air
Ambulance could provide critical lifesaving care
to a patient who, quite simply may not survive
without it.

We need to raise £5.5million this year to continue
saving lives and operating long into the future.
With no regular government funding, gifts in Wills
are just as vital to securing our future as they
were to our past.

Gifts in Wills have already helped Magpas Air

And then the Magpas Air
Ambulance team arrived. As a
family, we are so, so grateful to
the whole Magpas team. If they
weren't around, life would be very
different for Josh and for us all.”

Postman Jimmy suffered a cardiac arrest at
the Wisbech sorting office. The Magpas Air
Ambulance team flew to him and saw that he
needed immediate lifesaving treatment. They
stabilised Jimmy enough to move him into the
helicopter but as they became airborne,
Jimmy suffered one heart attack after another,
requiring the team to perform emergency
defibrillation on the way to hospital.

Ambulance save lives for 50 years. Will you be
part of this legacy for generations to come?

Jimmy needed 10 shocks in total to bring him
back to life, but he has since made a full
recovery and is grateful for the specialist skills
and equipment of the Magpas Air Ambulance
team that saved his life. He says, “All | can say
is, not all heroes wear capes!”

For more information, visit:
magpas.org.uk/freewill/

or call our Supporter

Care Manager, Debbie,

on 0300 321 4971. .
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Whether it’s procuring a state-of-the-art helicopter,
upgrading to the latest hospital-level medical equipment
or expanding our fleet of rapid response vehicles; it’s
support from the communities within which we work that
has allowed Magpas Air Ambulance to travel further,

faster and provide an even greater service to our patients.

Our latest development, the new
RRVs, are emergency services
versions of the Volvo XC90 SUV.
Magpas Critical Care Paramedic
Steve Chambers explains, “This new
vehicle has a bigger boot for our
equipment, more spacious interior
compared to our previous RRVs and
is one of the safest cars on the road;
with benefits over the standard road
car such as a larger fuel tank, bigger
brakes and better acceleration for
safer overtaking.”

A new bespoke airbase will be the
next major milestone in the charity’s
development. Funded by the
‘Future 50" appeal and supported
by the appeal patron, HRH The
Princess Royal, the new airbase

will include a training centre,
headquarters and crew facilities
purpose built to properly support
the charity's 24/7 operations.

Daryl Brown MBE, Magpas Air
Ambulance's Chief Executive
explains, “These investments in
our service will ensure we can
continue flying lifesaving care to
patients in their ultimate moment
of need. However, it's important to
remember that none of this would
be possible without you, Magpas
Air Ambulance’s incredible
supporters. The only reason this
charity has been able to evolve into
the service it is today and save
tens of thousands of lives, is down
to people like you donating,

The new bespoke airbase design

fundraising, giving grants and
leaving legacies. Thank you!

Not only from myself but from
our clinicians (past and present),
flight crew, support staff and
the thousands of patients who
wouldn't be here today without
your lifesaving support.

“Now, your donations
today will be the reason
we can save countless
more throughout the
next 50 years. With you,
we save lives.”

Magpas Air Ambulance,
Centenary House, St Mary's Street,
Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire PE29 3PE

RS magpas.org.uk
0300 321 4971

© L e info@magpas.org.uk

Registered Charity Number 1119279. Registered as a Company limited by guarantee in England & Wales No. 6062176.
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Find us on Twitter: Follow us on Instagram:
@Magpas_Charity @magpasairambulance




